. Overlapping promoters in Escherichia coli. The table contains transcription starts sites identified in the forward direction (FWD) (Cho et al., 2009 ) for which we found a transcription start site in the opposite (reverse, REV) direction within a distance which assumes that the two promoters overlap and binding of RNA polymerase to the two promoters is mutually exclusive. RNAP occupies about 75bp (-55 to +20) when sitting on the promoter (Schickor et al., 1990) , however, our list is more conservative, considering overlaps only in the regions from -40 to +10. Distances between the chromosomal positions of the FWD and REV transcription start sites are indicated (TSS FWD-TSS REV, ranging between -20 to +80). For each overlapping pair we show the genes located downstream (transcribed by the FWD promoter) and upstream (transcribed by the FWD promoter), the direction of the genes (FWD > or REV <), and potential regulators based on the EcoCyc database (Keseler et al., 2009) . Colors indicate different arrangements. Red: each promoter transcribes a gene and one or more regulatory proteins are identified which affect transcription of at least one of the promoters directly. Green: each promoter transcribes a gene but no regulatory proteins are known to bind the promoter region. Yellow: only one of the promoters transcribe an annotated gene.

